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a cold silence. But on the 7th of March he elab-
orately complimented Calhoun, and went out of
his way to flatter Virginia and Mr. Mason person-
ally. This struck close observers with surprise,
but it was the real purpose of the speech which
went home to the people of the North. He had
advocated measures which with slight exceptions
were altogether what the South wanted, and the
South so understood it. On the 30th of March
Mr. Morehead wrote to Mr. Crittenden that Mr.
Webster's appointment as Secretary of State
would now be very acceptable to the South. No
more bitter commentary could have been made.
The people were blinded and dazzled at first, but
they gradually awoke and perceived the error that
had been committed.

Mr. Webster, however, needed nothing from
outside to inform him as to his conduct and its
results. At the bottom of his heart and in, the
depths of his conscience he knew that he had made
a dreadful mistake. He did not flinch. He went
on in his new path without apparent faltering.
His speech on the compromise measures went far-
ther than that of the 7th of March. But if we
study his speeches and letters between 1850 and
the day of his death, we can detect changes in
them, which show plainly enough that the writer
was not at ease, that he was not master of that
real conscience of which he boasted.

His friends, after the first shock of surprise, rat